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Definition of terms :

Endemic disease: A disease that is constantly present with an incidence that waxes or wanes

over a relatively prolonged period (often years of decades).

Epidemic: Occurrence of a disease in a pattern that is clearly in excess of normal expectations.
Can also refer to a new disease occurring regionally without evolution into a pandemic.
Pandemic: An epidemic in which a disease spreads worldwide, crossing international

boundaries and spreading between continents.

Transmissibility: The likelihood that a pathogen will spread from an infected individual to an
uninfected individual. _

Virulence: The capacity to cause severe illness once the pathogen infects a host.



Fitness: Reproductive success, in this context the capacity of a virus to produce infectious
progeny in a given environment.

Control: An acceptable reduction in a disease in the setting of ongoing epidemic or endemic
transmission.

Elimination of disease: Diminution to zero of a disease in the setting of ongoing epidemic or

endemic transmission.

Elimination of infection: Diminution to zero of an infection in the human population. This

goal is particularly difficult to attain when there are reservoirs of zoonotic transmission in
contact with humans or vector species, as is observed for bird species and the transmission of
influenza.

Eradication: Permanent reduction to zero of the worldwide incidence of an infection caused
by a specific agent as a result of deliberate efforts; intervention measures are therefore no
longer needed. _
Extinction: Absence of a pathogen in humans, animal reservoirs or laboratory sources.
Extinction has not been attained for any pathogen as stocks of smallpox and rinderpest are

still held in some laboratories.
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